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FearNotthe 

ACUSTIN FUENTES 

For some reason, many anthropologists avoid the 
poster as a viable and effective means of present- 
ing their work. I think we anthropologists are a 
bit misguided in our general lack of enthusiasm 
for the poster presentation. The poster presents 
an interactive, visual medium for conveying our 
research, theory and practice. We need to realize 
that we have imposed an unspoken caste system 
on conference presentations, and placed posters 
on a lower rung. This system must be over- 
thrown. Here are five reasons why: 

Great visibilify for your work: A more diverse 
group of people will see your work as a poster 
than if it is tucked away in a specialized session 
that only the presenters attend. Our Annual 
Meetings are huge, and seeing more than just a 
few presentations can be very difficult. If the 
poster session location is decent and your 
poster well-designed, you will attract not only 
those seeking your poster out, but also passers- 
by and others who may never have otherwise 
had the opportunity to see your presentation. 
Time to interact with the audience/peers: Unlike 
the podium session, you actually get to chat 
with those interested in your work. The format 
and time allotted to posters facilitates a broad- 
er discourse in the moment. No more 15-20 
minutes and out. . . here you actually have the 
time to elaborate, discuss and engage in aca- 
demic exchange, rather than just preaching 
from the podium. 
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Dissemination of supplemental information: The 
venue and format of poster presentations allow 
for the easy distribution of manuscripts, related 
articles, utilization of video and even websites. 
You can easily bring reprints or even set up a 
laptop or VCR/TV to enhance the information 
presented in the poster. Posters can be a gate- 
way to connections, student interest and colle- 
gial collaboration (which is pretty much the 
purpose for presenting in the first place). 
You can always see the poster: Unlike the prob- 
lems of “low talkers,” broken microphones and 
poor acoustics that frequent podium sessions, a 
well-presented poster always is accessible. Clear 
fonts, images and graphics allow the audience 
to absorb the information at their pace and 
engage the presenter directly with questions, 
compliments or relevant issues. 
Poster sessions always run on time: One of the 
main drawbacks to AAA Annual Meetings is run- 
ning aaoss gargantuan lobbies and labyrinth- 
like hallways in search of strangely named 
rooms with the session you want to see, only to 
arrive and find that it is running 47 minutes 
late. Poster sessions run on time and allow for 
a casual perusal of the presentations. No more 
sneaking out the back and knocking over the 
slide projector. Poster presentations let you 
plan your visit accordingly, and you can come 
and go without embarrassing moments! 

In addition to these five main points, posters 
also can be a valuable means of presenting multi- 
authored work, especially with projects that in- 
corporate students. For students, a poster can be 
an important introduction to professional pre- 
sentations and give them a chance to engage in 
public academic discourse prior to attempting a 
podium presentation. 

Try a poster, you just might like it. B 

Presenter and audience interact at a poster session at the 2001 AAA Annual Meeting. 
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